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1. INTRODUCTION TO THE
CHILD RIGHTS CLUBS IN
SCHOOL

Children may not be aware that are subjected to forms of abuse and
violence, as they don't know which are their rights and responsibilities.
They also often lack of self-esteem and self-determination and therefore,
even if they recognize an abuse, they don't have the power to oppose to
such abuse. The Child Rights Clubs (CRC) are child friendly spaces that
bring children together to discuss about issues affecting them. The
objective of the clubs is to empower children by making them aware of
their rights and responsibilities, guide them in developing their self-
confidence and independent opinion about their role in society, protect
them from abuses and violence and engage them in public speaking and
peer-to peer education. The clubs comprise of children of age 10-15
years, who are willing to participate in empowerment activities and
cascade the learnings to their peers within the school and in the
community. The clubs have child’s leaders (a boy and a girl) selected by
the members. Each club consists of at most 25 learners and can either be
at primary school or junior




secondary. Participation in the clubs is voluntary and membership might
change after 2 years. The clubs have two patrons (male and female) who
are teacher volunteers, committed to the protection of children. The
patrons are trained on child rights, child protection, child participation,
communication skills and psychological first aid, among other skills

The club members are therefore trained through participatory methodo-
logies, including arts, on 16 modules addressing child rights and respon-
sibilities, gender equality, leadership skills, GBV, life skills (including chil-
dren development and dealing with peer pressure), among other topics.
After the training, the club members meet once a week to participate in
discussions facilitated by a teacher mentor through talks and debates,
role-plays, and games. With the support of teacher-patrons, the CRC
members organize and facilitate awareness activities, at school level, that
are child-centred and are geared towards empowerment of all children in
school.

This document is to be used as a guideline by implementing partners
when training selected teachers (called patrons) on the CRC methodology
and by the trained patrons when training child rights club members and
overseeing peer-to-peer activities in school. It will help the patrons en-
sure that key information is understood and passed to the members of
the clubs in a systematic way. The guide is divided in 16 modules - topics;
one or more activities per module are proposed to facilitate the transfer
of concepts, allow reflection and discussion among the children.

This guide adheres to all key human rights principles and peaceful practi-
ces such as gender equality, child participation, adherence

to positive norms, non-violent behavior and attitude, and stress manage-
ment.



